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OFERATIONS OF 503D PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT
TEAM IN CAPTURE OF CORREGIDOR ISTAND
16 FEBRUARY =~ 2 MARCH 1945
(NORTHERN PHILIPPINES CAMPAIGN )
(Personal Experience of Regimental Assistant Se1l)

INTRODUCTICON

16 February 45 was the beginning of one of ths most
wnusual airborne operatlons in the Southwest Paciflc Area
during World War II. This operation was unusual in that
lt departed from most all the sstablished principles con-
cerning alrborne operations,

This 1s an account of the Alrborne Assault on Corregldor
Island, Philippine Islands during the period 16 February =
2 March 45, Some people have referred to this operation as
"Operation Coordination" due to the fact that the coordin-
atlon and cooperation'between the services made it a prac-
tlecally perfect operation,

The author emphasizes the planning relatlve to this
oparation because it is felt that planning 1s more important
in an alrborne operation than in a normal ground asgsault,

It 1s the intent of this mopograph to show how & well
" ‘trained alrborne unit verticalliy envelopes and defeats a =~
strongly entrenched and numerically éuperior enemy on a
small rugged island, This monograph will also show how some
principles of war may be disregarded if other principles are

properiy emphagized.



GENERAL SITUATION

The opening of the Luzon Campaign in the Northerﬁ

Philippines was the beginning of the end for the Japanese
_Forces in this string of islands. The expulsion of the
Japeanese from these islands began with the amphibious land-
ing on Leyte Island, 21 October 44 (See Map A)., This cam-
palgn was followed by the amphibious invasion of Mindoro by
two reglmental comﬁat teams, the 19th Infantry and 503d Para-
chute Infantry. There was ﬁery little opposition to.the
latter operation and the island was quickly secured. Mindoro
was stlll nearer the Japanese stronghold of Luzon and fur-
nished an excellent base for alr operations against the major
portlion of Japanese Forces in the Philipplnes, Luzon was the
third step in the recapture of the islands and 1s considered
the most lmportant because 1t was on this island that the
enemy had messed his forces, The United States Sixth Army
under command of General Walter Kpueger was assigned the
mission of recapturing Luzon and surrounding .smaller lslands
and to open Manile Harbor, tﬁe largest harbor in the Philip-
pines. (1) (See Map B).

-~In-brief,-the»mission-assigned.Sixth.Aimy.was_as follows:
"o land in the Lingayen-Deamartlis-Sen Fernando (La Unlon)
areas of Luzon; (25 to establish s base of operations, in-
cluding facilitieé for.uninterrupted naval and air operatlions;
($j to advance soutﬁward and seize the centrasl Plain-Manila

area; and (4) by subsequeﬂt operations, as girected by Gener-

(1) P,p. 1l;personal knowledge.



sl Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area, to establish control
over remainder of Luzon", (2) |

The executlon of this mission began with the lsanding in
Lingayen Gﬁlf area by XIV and I Corps{on 9 January. These
landings were followed by an advance inland and to the south
towards Menila, (3)

Meanwhile gctivity was a}so taking pl?ce south of
Menila, Landings were made by elements of the United States
Elghth Army iIn the vicinity of Nagsugbu Bay in the Bastangas
erea and the push towards Manlla was on. 4mong the Elghth
Army troops, participating in thié 1anding was the 1llth Alra-
borne Divislon., As demonstreted by this and the landing on
Mindoro, the alrborne forces were ready for operations other
than airborne. (4) (Map B) |

One objective of these two landings, in a@dition to
galning control of and clearing Luzon, was the‘capture of the
_ city of Manila, The Philippine Islands, as a whole, would
provide bases for future operations against the Japanese
homeland. With the fall of the islands, the Japanese hold-
ings in the Pacific would be threatened because 1t would be
much easler for United States Forces to cut their supply
‘lines., (5) 48 you csn see from the map, a plncers move-
ment was on to separate the Japenese Forces on Luzon and
take the city of Manila and pave the way for establishment

of the needed bases,

Oﬁ 3 February 45, the advance elements of lst Gavélry

(2) F, pe 13 (3) P, po 1; (4) F, p. 2; personal know-
ledge; personal statements of Capt. Edwin B. Jeffress, Bn
. 8-2, 5llth Parachute Infantry, 1lth Abn Div; (5) F, p. Se



Division, which was spearhesding the United States Sixth
Army drive, reached the outskirts of Manlla. Earlier inl
the plenning phase, 1t was belleved the Japanese would not
defend the city but as U.S, forces gpproached the city, it
was determined they would defend to the end. (6)

Manila, without the use of the harbor facilities, would
be of little use to the United States. Forces. To galin access
to the'bay, 1t was necessary to gain control of Corregldor,
This 1sland's location was excellent for defense of the bay
end city, It was located In the entrance to the bey with a
channel on the north side and one on the south (Map B). 4any
craft attempting fo enfer the harbor must pass under the
mouth of 1ts guns. The coastal defenses, prepared by the
Ameridans, had been destroyed by the Japesnese selge in May
1942, and others were destroyed during our bombardment in
1944 end. early 1945. Some of these guns had been returned
to operational status by the Jepsnese prlor to our invasion
of ﬁhe islands in 1945, but the preliminary bombardment
prior. to the assault had rendered most of them useless. (7)

'Manile Bay, and the channels thereto, were heavily
mined and the Japanese were securely entrenched along the
coast belleving themselves capable of repulsing any amphibious
attack agalnst the 1sland fortress. (Ses Map C). It was
loarned from prisoners of war and documents captured on the
}yy ///island that the mines were controlled by a switchboard and
xﬁiﬁ??\ - 1t was possible %o detonate them one at a time or all at
o ;

ohceo (This switchboard was captured intact by the assaul®

(6) P, p. 1, Do 363 (7) C, Appendix A to Annex No. 1.



forces in the invasion of the island). With the coastal
defenses facing onto the bay, minesweeplng was made dif-
ficult. Too, there were many "QY boats operating from the
island, These boats were more or leés one and two man
torpedos. They were small inboard motor boats carrying an
‘average of 400 lbs of explosives in the nose. One method of
employing these craft waes to slip out quietly and crash into
the slde of a ship with much the same effect as a conven=-
(T tlonel torpedo. Since most of the fortifications to repel
| an amphibious assault were relnforced concrete constructed
by U, 8. Eﬁgineers, 1t was practically impossible to bomb
the defenders out. During a bombing attack they would go
below ground into the‘many caves and tunnels and walt 1t
out. These factors made it imprectical toﬂmin%weep the
channels, (8)
The inadvisgbility of . an émphibious assault on the 1ls-
land was demonstrated by the heavy losses suffered by the

Japanese at the hands of a small number ‘of half starved
Unibed States snd Filipino defenders in May 194Z2. (9).

PLANNING

“.The overall plén for.ﬁhelbapture of Gorregidoﬁ was'as
follows: The United States XI Corps was given the mission
of opening Menila Bay by Sixth Army Order No. 48 issued 7
Fobruary 45 which read in psrt as follows: "XI Corps - on
D plus 1 employing the 503d Parachute Infantry Regimenﬁ in

A%

(8) F, p. 51; personal knowledge; (9) M, p. 146.
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airborne operations as arranged with Eighth Army and by
shore-to-shore operations from Mariveles Bay area will
capture Corregidor, Control of 505d{Parachute Infantry
passes to XI Corps upon completion of the drop on Corregi-~
dor." (See Map B) (10)

Although XI Corps was assigned the operational phase
of the assault on Corregidor, the airborné phasge was mount-
ed by the Uhiﬁed States Eighth Army from the Ilsland of
Mindoro P. I. (11)

The 5034 Parachute Regimental Combat Team, composed of
.505d Parachute Infantfy Regiment, 4624 Parachute Field Artile
lery Battallon and 16lst Alrborne Englneer Company was in
training on the island of Mindoro, P. I. As stated pre-
viously, this organization participated In the inltial as-
sault on this island, The operation having been completed,
the regiment was 1n the process of reequipping and under-
going some training. On 3 February 45, the Reglmental Com-
mander was alerted for a parachute drop to capture Nichols
Fleld in the vicinity of Manila. Due to the rapld advence
of the gfound forces on Luzon, thls mission was cancelled
on & February and the Combat Team alértqd for the drop on
Corregidop to take place on 12 February 45. Although the
5034 was not slerted until 5 February 45, the reader should
realize that preliminary bombardment had already begun, as
early as 23 January~ 45. The extent of the bombing of this
small 1sland is indicated by the fact that in less then a

.

(L0) P, po 50; (L1) P, p. 49,




month 3,128 tons were dropped., (1L2)

When the Combat Team Commander, Colonel George M,
Jones, received the change In mlssions on & February, he
set about changling plens for the new objectlive. There was
little, 1f any, change as far as the troops were concerned,
The prelimineries are the same for any sirborne operation
regardless of the objectlve, They consist mainly of check~
ing and replenishing equlpment and general readiness for

combat, (13)

ORDER OF BATTLE

There were troops other than the 503d Regimental Combat
Team participating in this operation. So that the resader
will understand the slze and support recelved during the
_ Operatioh, the following troop list is quoted:

"1, 5034 Regimentsal Combat Team

a, 503d Parachute Infantry Regiment
be 4624 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
c. 1l6lst Alrborne Engineer Compaeny

2. 34 Bn 34th Infentry Regiment reinforced by

ae od Platoon, AT Co, 34th Infantry
b. 34 Platoon, Cannon Company, 34th Infantry

3. 18th Portable Surglcsal Hospital (Reinforced)
4, 174th Ord Ser Det (Bomb Disposal)

5. Det 5924 EBSR

6. Det 98th Sig BPn

7. Det lst Plat, 603d Tk Co

8., Det 5924 JASCOo%

9, Det 6th SaP#*
10, Det Naval Task Force
1l. Hlements of Fifth aAirforce including 317th TC

Group" (14)

~

(12) A; personal knowledge; (13} Personal knowlque;
(14) 4, p. 1; = Joint Assanlt Signal Company; % Support
Alr Party.
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THE TERRAIN

VWhen the Combalt Team Commander informed the staff that
the.new,objective was Corregidor, they were somewhat amazed
when they considered the size of the lslsend and recalled the
"requireménts"'for desirable drop zones., (15) Upon first
glence 1t appeared there was no place to drop the troops.
(Map C) Arrangeménts were made with the army alr force for
the regimental and battalion commanders and selected staff
_officers to fly over the island in plenes meking alr strikes
E'Fagainst Bataan, When this aerial reconngissance was ac-
'LcompliShed, the RCT Commander called the battalion commanders
together and, with a study of aerlel photographs, 1t was
determined there were three possible.areas whére a arop night
be made., These were: (l)_,féﬁ remains of a small golf course,
(2) an open area that had been used for a parade ground in
days of peace and (&) Kindley Field, a small air strip on
the talil of the island, These could hardly be clessified
as desirsble drop zones but there were none better. Kindley
Fiel@ was ruled out almost lmmediabely. because of its loca-
tion. As stated previously, it was on the "tail" of the
- island and even if a successful drop was made at that point,
it would be necessary to overcome defenses prepared for an
smphibious assault before the high ground could be taken
and the island seéured. The other two had few of the de~
sirable charabteristics for érop zones., The pserade grﬁund,

though level, measured only 150 by 200 yards and was sur-

(15) personal knowledge.
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rounded on three sides by concrete barracks and other bulld-
ings. The goll course was approximately 150 by 275 yards

and sloped steeply down to sn abrupt drop to sea level, Com-
bined, they were much smaller than anything used for a para-
chute drop in the Pacific Theater., The RCT Commander hed
confidence in the capabilities of his troops and a thorough
knowledge of alrborne technique., He felt the mission could
be accomplished successfully although he expected the drop
casualties to run high, possible 20%. (16)

To insure that the reader realizes some of the problems
feacing the commander in the detalled planning of this opera-
tion, it is well that we iInclude a description of the topog-
rephy of this island, (See Map C) The island is approximately
one square mile in area and 1s divided into three sectors, |
(1) "Topside" ﬁBottomside" and "Middleside". "Topside", on
the western end of the 1slend, 1s the highest part and it was

on this part that Flelds "A" and "B" were located. "Bottom-

—

side" is that part of the island lylng east of Malinte Hill
and 1s cslled the "tail" of the island.  "Middleside" is the
area between the other two, Malinta Hill rises to a helght
of only 350 feet but is the dominating terrain feature on
‘Middleside. Monkey Hill, very small, 1is the dominating terw
rain on Bottomside., Corregidor is bounded in many places by
sheer cliffs epproximately 500 feet high dropping off to the
waters edge. The onlﬁ_opén and flat terrain on the island

1s on "Topside”, and comprises the area of the old parade

A

(16) 0, p. 2; personal knowledge.
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ground and geolf course which were designated Fields "aA"

and "B" respectively. The entire island is guttered witﬁ
ﬂdéep ravines with precipitous sldes., The serial bombard-
| ment had stripped the trees of any fqliage and splintered
\ and shattered the trunks untll they éreated a parachute
haza:d. The bombing had also wrecked the builldings. The
barracks buildings were of the three story reinforced con~
crete btype and, after bombing, crested still another para-
chute hézard. The filelds selected for the drop abounded in
bomb craters, huge boulders and large sunbaked clods of
clay which were slmost like rock themselves. The cliffs
facing the beach, sides of the ravines and the o0ld gun bat-
tories had been made into well fortified positions. The
latter was not determined however, until after landing on

the 1sland, This is exemplified in the intellligence estimate
of the terrain. A4n excerpt from this estimate 1s as fol-
lows: "A close camparisoﬁ of the installations of the is~
lend in recent extensive photography of CORREGIDOR with lts
pre-war appearance clearly shows that little attempt has
been made during the Japanese occupation to develop 1t."

(17) The Japanese had indeed been clever in concealing the
development of their defensive organization. _ngeral all
weather roadé covered the islan@—but these too had been
damaged to some extent by our bombers, The terrain definitely
favored the enemy for a good defepsive stend. This was the
terrain setup into which the RCT was going, In eddition,
intelligence_estimatés placed the strength of the Japanese

garrison at 850, (18)

{17) G, App. A to Aunex No. 1; (18) C, App. & to Annex No. 1.
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‘COORDINATION

To borrow a phrase from Lt Colonel Posthlewalte,
Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 34th Infantry, " this
operation could well have been called 'Operation coordi-
nation', This was evident in the planning as well as the
execution phase, We have mentioned that personnel from
the RCT flew over the 1siand to make a visual reconnsilssance -
of the drop zones, A scale model of the island was flown
to the RCT from GHQ. Extensive aerial ﬁhoto missions were
flown, Personnel who hed served on the 1sland in prewar
days were made avallable for questioning. These were only
part of the examples of willing cooperation. Every member
" of the RCT was briefed on the operation, and each knew
exactly where he was to land and what he was|expected to
do. This system of briefing afforded the RCT the best they
~had haed for any operation to date, (19)

Additional copperation and coordination was evidenced
bj the fact that the staff and pilots of the 317th Troop
Carrier Gréup, which was deslgnated by 5th Alr Force %o
furnish the alr transportation, practicelly "1ived" at RCT
headquarters, They attended every briefing and offered
comments and suggestions, many of which later proved to be
highly beneficlal to the gctusl execution of the drop. The
Group Commsnder, Lt Colonel John Lackey suggested the em-
ployment of g command ship to control the drop, This was
accepted, (The role of the commend ship will be dlscussed

later in this monograph).

(19) E; personal knowledge.
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THE ENEMY SITUATION

Little was known gbout the strength of the enemy oﬁ
Correglidoe, Intelligence estimated that the minimum
strength was 850, The defenses of the island were set up
to repel an amphibilous assault. (See Map C) Later events
revealed that the Japanese comménder had been lnformed that
he should prépare a defensive plan to repulse an airborne
assault on the 1sland, After a reconnaissance, he deéided
such an attack wes virtuslly impossible and did nothing
antiairborne defenses. This proved his undoing. (20)

Although we find the amphibious defense set up, the
success of the airborne drop still depended entirely on
surprise. When you visuélize the size of the drop zones,
and realize that it would be possible to drop only six or
elght men at a timé, the reader can readily see the truth
ih thls statement., Normally alrborne drops strive for the
maximum men on the ground in the minimum time, This would

certalnly not be true in this case. (21)

THE COMMANDER'S PLAN

Tactical Plan

) Based on the information available to him, the RCT
Commander outlined his plan for the operation, (See Map D)
On D pius 1 eléments of thé 503d RCT would drop on Cor-
regidor, utiliziﬁg Fields "A" and "B", and seize and secure
"Popside". .The 3d Bettalion, 34th Infantry (reinforced),

would by shore-to-shore assault from Mariveles, selze and

.

"~ (20) B, pe. 83 (21) personal knowledge.
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secure Malinta Hill. TUpon link-up of these two forces,
the hlgh ground on the island would be in the hands of |
U. S. Forces, Upon landing, these units, and remainder
of troops participating, would become the "Rock Force',
As mentlioned previously, Malinta Hiil was the highest
terraln on Middleslde. The primary reason for occupation
of this terrain feature was to contain the enemy on the
eastern part of the lsiand until the numerous caves and
tunnels could be cleared on Topside, The 34 Battalion,
34th Infantry would not ccme under control of the RCT
until tanding, Plans were made for this relnforced bat-
talion to stage In the Suble Bay ares and follow the 151st
Infentry Regiment on the landing in the Mariveles area on
D Day. On D plus 1, 1t would make the shore- to-shore
assault on Corregldor from Mariveles, (See Map D) (22)
This shofe-to-shore operation would also open an
overwabter suppiy foute for the Rock PForce, This would
simplify, to a large extent, the supply problem for it was
reallzed that only a small number of planes would be avall-
able for serial resupply. I have stated that an amphibious
assault on the island was not considered feasible, however,
this did not apply to thg proposed landigg_of thls infantry
battellon inssmuch as plans called for this landing to be
supported by fire from the airbofne units already landed.
To my knowledge, this 18 the first time an smphibious land-.
ing had been accomplished under cover of en airborne oper-

ation, If it had been necessary for the alrborne forces to

A

(22) 4&; OC.
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selze Malinta Hill after the drop, 1t 18 belleved it
would have bheen many times the actual cost of the émphib-
lous essault., (23) |

The overall plen cglled for a systematic reduction of
the island i.e., clear Topside, move to Mlddleside, repeat

and then move to Bottomside, clear and mop up.

Landing Plan

Due to the fact that insufficlent aircraft were avail-
able to 1i1ft the RCT at one time, the Rock Force Commander
set up the RCT as battalion landing teams, This was nec-
essary to malntaln tactlical unity and to insure that troops
on the ground would have the necessary support to continue
operations while the remainder of the alrborne forces was
being dropped. Three of the factors to be considered in
planning an airborne operation are (1) number of planes
availsble, (2) number of troops to be transported and (3)

- distance to drop or landing zone. There was a total of
fifty one C-47 type aircrai‘t‘ avallable for this drop, approx-
imately 3000 men to be trénsported and the drop zone was
gpproximately 140 miléS'amay: These factors also dlctated

" that the RCT be transpor'l':ed in three 11fts. The Rock Force
Commander ordered that bne battalion landing team would be
dropped in the morning of D plus 1, one in the af'ternoon

and the tiiird 1lsnding team in the morning of D plus 2. (24)

A

(23) C; P, p, 5Ly (24) F, p. 52; personal knowledge.
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The landing plan was set up as follows:

", First 1ift, 3L C~47s to be over the objective

R
at 160830 February 45: (> '

‘
/s
34 Bn 5034 /Prcht Inf
Det Hq 5023 Prcht Inf
16lst Engineer Co
Det Hq Btry 4624 Prcht FA Bn
Btry A 4624 FA Bn (75-mm How)
«50 Cal MG Plat, Biry D, 4624 FA Bn
b, Second 1ift, 51 C=-4Ys to be over the objective

at 161215 February 45:
Det Hg 5034 Prcht Inf
24 Bn 5034 Prcht Inf
Ser Co 503d Prcht Inf
»50 Cal MG Plat, Btry D, 4624 FA Bn
Btry B, 4624 FA Bn (75-rm How)
¢« Third 1ift, 43 C-47s to be over the objectlve

at 170830 February 45:
Balance Hq 5034 Prcht Inf
1st Bn 5034 Prcht Inf
«50 Cal MG Plat Btry D 4624 FA Bn
Btry C 4624 FA Bn (75-mm How)", (25)

As can be seen from above, each battalion landing
team was capable of supporting itself untlil the entire RCT
was on the ground snd operating as such, The remainder of
the troops to comprise the Rock Force {(mainly supporting
troops) would land emphibiously after Malinta Hill had been

secured and the roed to Topslde had been opened,

Fire'aﬁd Alr Support Plan

A detachment of the 5924 JASCO (Joint Assault Signal
Company) would drop with the airborne assault and furnish
coomnications for naval support, A detachment of the $8th

{(25) P, p. 52.
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' Sighal Battallon would land with the 3d Battalion, 34th .
Infantry and provide signal communications with higher
hesdquarters. & detachment of 6th SAP (Support Alr Party)
would drop with the airborne assaultfﬁnits and furnish
lieison for aerial support. Alr support would be furnished
.by 5th and 13th Air Forces. Pire support, other than or-
ganle artlllery, would be furnished by elements of 7th
Fleet, These naval forces would support this operation in
much the same way artillery supports infantry in normal
ground operations., The JASCO detachment handled the com-
municatlions and.lialson for fire missions in much the same
way as a Fleld Artillery Liaison Officer does in normal
ground combat. (26)

In order to prevent any enemy movement to "Topside",
during daylight and immediately following the drop, plens
were made for an intense serial and naval bombardment., A
bomb line was established (S8¢e Map D) and was noé%be crossed
prior to 161030 February. Continuous bombing and strafing
would take place east of this line before, during and after
the drop. It would be lifted at 1030 hours which was the
scheduled landing time of the 34 Battalion, 34th Infantrye.
‘Thevpianned-ai:-support~for'this period was as follows:
from H-45 to H-30 minutes one group of heavy bombers would
pound the island, mainly the drop zone. They were scheduled
to drop approximately 125 tons of bombs, Immedlately follow~
ing, one group of A-R0s would bomb and strafe the island,

During and after the drop, strafing outside the drop zone
(26) A,
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would take place until 0930 hours or H plus 60. Aafter that,
3 squadrons of A-20s would remain on alr alert. The naval
support, consisting of cruisers and destroyers, was at
strateglic locations off the coast and prepared to deliver
"artillery.support" on call, There was a naval gunfire
llaison section scheduled to go in with the RCT which would
work through JASCO and furnish fire support. Patrol Torpedo
boats were spotted around the island to pick up anﬁ troops

who drifted over the side, (27)

The Plan for the Drop

In most of prevlious airborne operations, especially in
Burope, a mass of planes would fly over an enormous drop
zone and thousands of parachutists would drop at one tiﬁe.
That was not the case for the capture of the "Rock", as
stated before, the selected drop zones were the smallest
this ROT had ever used. To utilize these drop zones, 1t
would be necessary for the plsnes to fly in trall (one
behind the other) instead of the normal prescribed formation
of "W", The flight would be divided into two columns, one
over each fleld, The planes in the left column would fly
over Field "aA", drop eight (8) jumpers, circle to the left,
join the tall of the column'and in a "round robin" fashion
continue this until all men and equipment were dropped. The
plenes on the right or eastern side would fly over Field "B",
cilrcle to the right and do the same as the left column untll
8ll men were dropped. The reader can readily see that this

(27) B, p. 2; personal knowledge,
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method wouid require quite aome time and actually diad
require a little over an hour for the drop of: one 1lift

to be completed., It would be necessary for esch plane

to make three passes over the drop zone., A "GO point

ﬁas selected for each drop zone. Tﬁis was g clearly
defined point, TUpon reachling this point, the pilot of the
aircraft would turn on the "Go Light" which would indicate
to the jumpmaster in the rear of the ship that he was over
the point. Due to velocity and direction of the prevailw
ing winds, instructions were issued for each jumpmaster

to count to three (5)‘after passing the "GO" point and then
jump his mens The men would actually be jumplng after pass-
Ing the DZ but the wind would drift them back on to 1t,

Eech plane carried twenty-four (24) jumpers and three (3)
equipment bundles and would drop eight (8) men and one (1)
bundle on each pass of the.field. This was the largest
number deemed sdvlssble due to the size of the drop zone,.

A command ship would be employed in‘controlling the drop.
The command ship would precede the plenes carrying personnel
to see If the drop zone was clear from the dust and smoke
whiéh would follow the bombing and to make any correctlons
in the drop. Plens were that this commend ship would clrcle
the island at a greater sltitude then the jumpers in order
to observe the Jump =nd make any correctlons necessarye.
Jumping altltude was sét at 1150 feet above sea level; Since
the DZ was 550 feet above sea level, (See Map D) this made
the actual jumping altltude 600 feet. It was predioted that
the wind would range from 15 to 20 knots, \(28)

(28) B, p. 4; personal knowledge.
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- Little opposition wes anticipated from enemy anti-
elrcraft flre since the bombing and strafing was expected
to keep the Japanese down during the drop. Jump casualties
were expected to be high due to the condition of the filelds

and the prevailling winds, (29).

Supply Plan

Supply plans called for aerlial resupply until the road
from the landing beach to Topside wes opened, Twelve (12)
C-4%s were allotted for resupply mlssions. Aafter the am-
phiblous landing, en overwater supply route would be es-
tablished, To assist the small number of supply personnel
in a parachute regiment, .a supply detachmenf was sent to
Subic Bay four (4)days prior to the operation to land am-
phibiously on Corregldor and handling the unloading of
supplies on the beach after the 3d Battallon, 34th Infantry
had secured Malinta Hill, This detachment consisted of
three (3) officers and fifty-one (Bi) enlisted men., They
carried with them squad bags contalning blankets, extra
clothing and equipment not landed with the asssult alrborne
units, They also carried one unit of fire for 75-mm how-
ltzers, extra rad;o_eqﬁipment'and flamethrowers. Once the
road f?Sﬁ‘the beach to Topside was opened, supply hesasdquarters

for the entire Rock Force would be opened on Topside. (30)

EVacuation Plan

Initially the Regimental and Battslion Medical Sectlions

(29) personal knowledge; (30) A, Supply Annex.
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would be consolidated into one unlt., This unit would set
up a single aid station in a suitable location and with

the exception of the company ald men, all medlcal personnel
would be employed in this consolidatéd ald station., The
18th Portable Surgical Hospital (reinforced) would land
amphibiouély, move to Topslide and set up in a sultable
location. Evacuation from the hospital would be overwater

to Mariveles, (31)
The Order

12 February 45 found the plans completed and with the
exceptioﬁ of briefing, the RCT was ready to go. Following
is quoted extracts from parasgraph 3, Fileld Order No., 9,
5034 Reglimental Combat Team, 13 February 45:

# % % % % % % %

"3

a, 3d Bn, with Btry A and one (1) platoon Bitry D,

4624 FA Bn, and 3d Plat, Co, C 1l6lst AB Engr

Bn attached, will

(1) Drop on FIELDS "A" end "B" on D plus 1 at
0830 I and secure drop area.

(2) Upon being relieved by the 24 Bn, advance
and seize the high ground spproximately
600 yards northeast of %2321331 site
(318,0-403.5), CORREGIDOR, and the com-
manding ground approximately 1000 yards

v

(31) personal knowledge.
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b,

Ceo

* % %

B

east of the hospltal site, CORREGIDOR. .

(3) Support the amphibious landing of the 3d
Bn 34th Inf Regt, relnforced, by fire,

(4) Effect contact with the 3d Bn 34th Inf
Regt, relnforced,

24 Bn, with Btry B and one (1) plat Btry D,

462d FA Bn attached, will:

(1) Drop on FIELDS "A" and "B" on D plus 1
at 1215 I and Immedlately relieve the 3d
Bn from the defense of the drop area.

(2) Exploit the terrain to north and west of
the drop'area, dastroying all enemy en-
countered, OPN MAP

1st Bn, with Btry C and one (L) plat, Btry D,

4624 FA Bn attached will:

(1) Drop on FIELDS "A" and "B" on D plus 2

at 0830 I as RCT Resérve,

(2) Be prepared on order to exploit terraln

south of drop area, destroying all enemy
encountered. See Opn Map.

W % % ‘ ¥ % %

- 34 BEn 34th Inf Regt, reinforced, after landing

on SAN JOSE BEACH, CORREGIDOR, willl:
(1) Secure beachhead snd rapidly seize and

secure MALINTA HILL aresa aé initial objective.
(2) Effect contact with 3d Bn 5034 RCT to the

wost,"
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In addition fo excerpt from FO No. 9 quoted above,
the FO also contained orders for the attschment of Engil-

neer Platoons to the Infantry Battalions. (32)

THE EXECUTION

16 February 45.

I have mqntioned previously that during the planning
phase of thils operation, D Day was set for 12 February 45
and later changed to 15 February. The reader will recall
that the airborne phase would take place on D plus 1 or
16 February. This date marked & memorsble one for the
members of the Combat Tesm, This was the day they would
retake Corregidor, the historically famous fortress in the
hands of the Japanese for the past two and one half years,
The memory of General Walnwright surrendering a handful of
half sterved but gallant soldlers to the Japsnese on & May
42 lingered in the minds of the members of the regiment,
The nlght before the jump, capbtured Japanese movies of the
ﬁﬁrrender of the island weﬁe shown to the regiment., (33)
- - Dawn of 16 February promised an ideal day for jumping.
The,first 1ift of troopers took offAfrom Elmore and Hill
. Strips at San Jose Mindoro at Q715 hours. The planes com-
- pleted the rendezvous and headed for the Rock. The flight
required approximately one hour end a helf. A&bout five (5)
mileé out from the target, the planes began to fall Intbo
two columns. The lead ship was piloted by Lt Colonel John

Lackey, Comnanding Officer of the Group, and carried Colonel
(32) C, p. 2, 3; (33) P, p. 51; personal knowledge.
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Jones and certain members of his staff. This was the
control ship. It was antlcipated that the drop zones
would be obscured by the dust and smoke of the bombing

and strafing which preceded the drop: The 1nitlal mission
of the command ship was to reach the island first and
check this, If the dust and smoke was such as to obscure
the DZ, a message would be flashed to the troop carriers
and they would walt it out, If not, the jump would.pro-
ceed, Once the jump started, the command ship would circle
the island and make corrections by voice radio in the
clear, (34)

On reaching the island, the pilot of the commend ship
announced th9 drop zones ciear and the first plane carry-
ing jumpers sgpproached the island, The first man jumped atb
0830 hours, Incldentally this was Lt Colonel John L.
‘Erickson, Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 5034 Parachute
Infantry. The first drop was mede at an altitude of 1150
feet sbove sea level as prescribed, On the initial drop,
the Rock Force Commender in the command ship noticed several
Jjumpers drifting over the cliff and some out into the ocean.
By radio, he ordered the jump altitude down to 500 feet
" gbove the DZ and the jumpmasters to count six after passing
the go point, This was immediately oomplied with by all
| planes and the men began to hit the drop zone, This is one
‘exemple of the value of a command ship which heretofore had

not been used for any parachute drops., (35)

(34) B, pe. 63 personal knowiedée; (35) B, p. 63 N
personal knowledge.
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There was very little enemy resistance on the initilal
drop. The air and naval bbmbardment had forced the Japan-
ege to take cover and apparently surprise was complete.
The resistance was limited to scattered antiaircraft fire
which did 1ittle damage. Some planes were hlt but they
continued fo fly the mission., Approximately one hour and
fifteen minutes was required to complete the drop of the
first 1ift., The battalion assembled quickiy end set sbout
to accompllsh its initisl mission of securing the drop
zones and protecting the landing of the second 1lift. They
established a perimeter running generally slong the 500
foot contour line, (See Map E) Automatic wespons were
placed into position to support the landing of 34 Battalion,
34th Infantry, which was scheduled for iOSO hours, On
approach of the landing craft carrying the 34 Battalion,
34th Infantry, Intense sutomatlc wespons fire opened up
from the enemy entrenched along the coast. The Navy was
called on and immediately silenced these weapons, The
troops hit the beach successfully, but suffered some losses
in personnel and equipment due to the extensive mining of
the beach by the defenders. One of the three (3) tanks in
the assault operatlion was lost along with other equipment.
With only 1light résistance, the battalion quickly attained
thelr objective and went into position onlMalinta Hill,
The reader will recall that under Malinta Hill was famed
Malinta Tunnel which housed the headquarters of the Uhited
States Forces during the selge of 1942, Igteiligence

G

agencles had reported that it housed a large amount of am-
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’
munition and explosives. Later report indlcated that the
actual amount far exceeded any es;;mate that have been
volced, (36) These explosives come into the picture later
on in thls monograph.

The second lift took off from Hill and Elmore Strips
on Mindoro at 1100 hours and began dropping at 1240 hours.
The seme pattern and procedurs was used for the second lift
as for the first, Due to the fact that the wind subsided

to some exbent and the correctlon made in "

go time" from
the first 1ift, the Jump casualtles were less in the second
1ift, We stated 1n the beginning that jump casuslties were
estimated to run as high as 20%. Actually they were only
10,7% with the first 1ift sustalning 75% of these. The 2d
Battalion quickly assembled and relieved the 3d Battalilon
of their portion of the perimeter. (See Map E). Because
of the apparent sﬁccess of the landing of the initial aé-
sault troops and believing that the position was secure,
the Rock Force Commander requested to Corps that the drop
of the 3d 1ift be cancelled and the battalion landed
amphibiously. This would eliminate the casualtles which
would occur from s jump. This was approved. (37)

~ The two parachute battalions began immedlately extend-
ing their positions. Thls consisted mainly of clearing the
barrescks and other bulldings on Topside. The buildings were

cleared asnd the Rock Force Headquarters was established in

one of the old barrscks. (See Map E} This Headquarters

~ . Al

' £
(36) personal knowledge; (37) 4; B, p. 10; B, pe 7-8;
personal knowledge.
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consisted of Rock Force OP, Field Artillery CP, Engineer
CP, Pire Directlion Center, JASCO Heasdquarters and SAP Head~
quarters. The medical detachments were grouped together

and functioned very effectively as a "hosplital under direc-
tion of the regimentael surgeon. (38)

Just a word about the men who drifted over the cliffs,
Some of these men made thelr way to the beach area and were
picked up by PT boats and carried to Safety. Others as-
sembled and began to make thelr way back to Topside to re-
Join their unit., One group of these men rounded a turn in
the trail and ran into a group of Japanese which they im-
mediately attacked and destroyed. Among thls group was
Naval Ceptain Itageki Ijn, Commanding Officer of the forces
on Corregidor, who had gone to an OP near Breakwater Polnt
to investigate the amphibious landing. (39)

By the end of the 16 February, the parachute battalions
were in possession of the high ground on Topside and the 3d
Battalion 34th Infantry was in position on Malinta Hill.
(See Map E) The Japanese.forces on the western end could
not organize for an attack because the two parachute bat-

talions were sitting on top of them. The 34 Battalion 34th
-.infahtfy had.éﬁt the isiaﬁd and 1lsolated those.on the easéefn
end of the island., (40)

The night was rather uneventful. Harrassing flre was
meintained by our artillery and small dlsorganized attacks
wore made against the perimeter, The navy llluminated the

\

(38) personal knowledge; (39) 0, p. 7; (40) B, pe 8;
F, Pe 53, _
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entire island on call with illumination shells which en-
abled the enemy to be repelled under "daylight" conditions.
(41)

' 17 Februsary 45

On the morning of 17 February, the 3d Battalion was
ordered to launch an attack sgainst Morrison Hill to the
tnortheast. (See Map F) This was the commanding ground on
the northeastern part of Topside and favored defense by
the enemy but surprisingly enough was only lightly defended
end wes captured In short ofder.

The 24 Battalion was ordered to clear the area towards
the southwest. This area contained many strongly fortified
gun positions constructed by the American forces prior to
the war,

At 0830 hours, the 3d 1ift composed of the lst Bat-
talion, with attachments, flew over the island, dropped
their equipment bundles and in compliance with change in
plans flew on to San Marcelino in the Subic Bay arsa.

They deplaned, climbed aboard ADPs and landed late 1n the
afterno;n on the beach which had been used by the landing
of 3@ Battallon, 34th Infantry._ They immedlately estab-
‘11shed a perimeter for the night. (See Map F) (42)

This day's operations of the 24 and 3d Battslions
saw the beginning of a syétematic and sterectyped plan
which was used in the reduction of enemy positions on T0p;
side., In order to accomplish the Rock Force missions
sasigned the battallons, 1% was necessary ‘that numerous
(41) 0, p. 8; (42) Statement of Lt Col John N Davis,
then €0, 1lst Bn, 5034 Prcht Inf,
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cave and tumel posifions enroute to the objective be
cleared., Then is when the plan went into effect, This ~
plan consisted of démolition teams from Regimental Head-
quarters Company and the Englneers accompanying the lead-
lng elements of the infantry. The infantry would pin down
the enemy In the position by delivery of heavy fire while
the demolitlionists moved in with explosives and flamethrowers
to reduce the position, In the initiel employment of this
method, some of the flamethrower operators were injured by
the backblast of thelr weapon when used agalnst a shallow
position, This was overcome by directing the unignited fuel
into the position and igniting 1t with WP grenades. If the
posltion was such as to require a great deal of time and
demolition work to eliminate, the infantry, after lnitial
asslstance, would push on and the demollitlonists would re-
main behind to complete phe jobe This plan was used agsainst
the smaller positlons throughout ﬁhe fighting on the l1sland,
(43)

A similar method was also used ageinst posiftions of
greater strength such as the fortified gun positions en-
countered by the 2d Battallion. These positions were not as
simple to reduce or as easilly overcome as the ones described
 gbove, Many of these fortifications included underground
barracks, store rooms for emmnition and powder magazines.
(44) A plan wes also worked out for reduction of thls type
fortifications, This method was developed by the Platoon
Leadér, Demolition Platoon, RHQ Co. Five gallon cans of

*

(43) B, p. 10; Statements of MajJor Lawson B Caskey, then
CO, 24 Bn 5033 Prcht Inf; (44) B, p. 10,
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gasoline and oil and WP grenades were tled together with
prima cord and time fuse. The infantry would cover the
position while the demolition team crawled forward to a
ventlilator shaft or other similar opening, ignited the
time fuse and dropped the explosive Into the shaft, The
resultiﬁg explosion and fire usually eliminated the posi-
tion from further consideration. (45)

These were two of the methods employed and there were
others, Artillery and navel fire was used to fire point
blank into positionstand alr support was used where needed,
To give the reader an ides of the‘air support for this
operation the following i1s cited: "31 P-47 type alrcraft
‘expended 4,000 gallons of napalm, 38 500 pound bomhs and
31,000 rounds of .50 caliber ammunition to assist one com-
pany in teking one objective." (48)

During the reduction of Topslde, the slze of the units
varied in attacks., Pabrols were usually dlspatched to clear
enemy poslitions In the battalion zone of action., The size
of the patrol depended entirely on the amount of resist-
ance expected and varied from a squad to a company., How-
‘ever, nearly all these attacking patrols were accompanied

by demolition teams. (47)

18 - 25 February 45 e

The 1lst Battallon which had spent the night on the
beach, begen thelr move to Topside fighting most of the

way. Upon reaching Topside, the road was opened, the over-

/

(45) I; (46) B, p. 133 (47) 0, p: 7.
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water supply route went lnto operation and the entire RCT
was in position on Topside by noon. (48)

During the perlod 18-23 February, the fighting followed
practically the same pattern as descfibed above. ZEach bat-
talion was glven a zone of action, demolition and flame-
thrower teams assigned them and emphasis placed on sealing
ell cave and tunnels in the zone of action. The perimeter
was gradually enlarged with cach days operation., With the
arrival of lst Battalion and attached fleld artillery, all
the artillery of 4624 FA Battelion was massed on the parade
ground in front of the Rock Force CP under control of Hock
Force Commander so that support could be readily given. To
support attacks on positions in the slides of the c¢liffs, the
navy maneuvered destroyers and cruisers to positions from
~which they could fire point blank into the caves and tunnels
thus reduclng many positions quickly. There were few large
sqgle hostlile attacks against the positions on Topslde.

This 1s believed to be accredited to the inability of the
enemy to §rganize a force of sufficlent strength to launch
such an attack, There was one abttack launched against the
perimeter which might be called orgsnlzed, This attack was
made by the Endo Force (Marines) on the morning of 19 Feb-
ruary and penetrated the perimeter to a depth of approxi-
mately 150 yards but was quickly repulsed, (49)

So far in this monograph little has been sald regarding
B4 Baﬁﬁalion, 34th Infantry (reinforced) and it 1s not the
intent to cover their operatlions but 1t ls.considered well
(48) Statement of Lt Col John N Davis, then CO, 1lst Bn,
503d Prcht Inf; (49) 0, p. 8.
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to bring them in at this point. This batitalion had pler)l.ty
to keep them busy, They had been successful in contalning
the Japanese on the eastern part of the lsland but were
constantly fighting'off attacks against thelr position.
They had accounted for 815 dead. (50} It was common
knowledge that a large amount of exploslves was stored in
Melinta Tunnel, Captured documents had confirmed this fact
and questioning of POWs by Rock Force S-2 had confirmed the
fact that the amount exceeded any previous estimates. The
thought had been in the minds of all as to the results of
an enemy Initiated explosion of this arsenal, The troops,
worried sboub this most, were those of the 3d Battallon,
34th Infantry which was sitting astride Malintg Hill, At
212130 February, the underground arsenal exploded. The
1sland rocked like & boat in a storm and the tremors were
felt as far'away as Bataan. When the smoke and dust cleared,
Malinta HI1ll was still standing. A few casualties were
suffered by 3d Battelion, 34th Infentry by landslides; and
an untold number of Japsnese troops were sealed inside the
hill. A POW who escapéd the blast stated that the explosion
was destined to precede a coordinated attack by the remain-
ing garrison east of Malinbta Hill but the attacking force
“had been cut off by a resulting'landslide which completely
blocked the road; Upon ettempting to go around the other
side of the hill, they ran into heavy mortar barrages which

halted the attack. (51)
In the afternoon of 23 February, the Rock Force Come

(50) 4; (51) B, p. 13-18; A,
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mander declded that resistance had been reduced sufficiently
on Topside to permit an attack down the island., He issuéd
orders for.the attack of two battallons %to clear the re-
mainder of Corregidor, The order called for lst and 34
Battallons to attack in column, lst Battallion leading. The
battalions would pass through the 34 Battalion, 34th In-
fentry and clear the eastern part of the.island. Battalion
Commenders and selected personnel moved to the top of Mallnta
Hill and made a visual reconnalssance 6f the area over which
- the attack would take place, Except for the fact that the
lsland began to narrow down to a polnt, it was not mﬁch
different from that over which they had been fighting for
the past week. Troops were moved Lo assembly areas from
which they would launch the abttack at 240730 February 45,
The artillery would support the attack from the parade
ground and the navy would pound the tall of the island
until fires were masked by the advasncing personnel, (52)
The attack jumped off 24 February 45 as planned, The
lst Battalion was leading and passed one company over Malinta
Hill and the other two companies around on the road. The
34 Battalion followed the road, (See Map H) The.artillery
support consisted of rolling barrages and the infantry were
.folldﬁinglit as cloée as.safety would pérmit; The only o
organized reslatance encountered the flrst deay was a co-
ordinated counterattack launched from Monkey Point, (See
Map H) The artillery killed an estimated 300 of the 600
partiéipating'énd the'attack was repulsed, By night fall

N

(62) Statement Lt Col J N Davis, €0, lst Bn, 5034 Precht
Inf; B, p. 16a: _
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24 Pebruary, the lst Battalion held a line Infantry-Camp.
Polnts and the 34 Battallon in rear, The lst Battallon
had been pushing through and 3d Battalion had been employed

in mopping up bypassed pockets of enéﬁy resistance. (53)

!

25 February 45

On 25 February the only dominating terrain in. the

hands of the enemy was Monkey Hill, The lst Battallon
jumped off in their attack. They were met with strong
automatic weapons flre from this terrain feature., A
fifteen minute artillery barrage was lald down., The navy
added to the barrage with flre support from the cruisers
‘gnd destroyers, After thls barrage, the 1lst Battalion
moved in and established a perimeter on the hill. The
Japaneas forces had ducked into the tunnels when the artil-
lery began to fall. Before they could come out, the perimeter
was thrown around the hill with the tumnel entrances in-
slde the perimeter., The entrances were blocked and the
enemy was sealed 1nslde,

On the approach of the 1lst and 34 Battalions to the
tip of the 1sland, many of the enemy forces had attempted
to escape to Bataan by swimming and use of hastily con-
structed rafts., At first, attempts were made to plck them
- up, but it was learned that most of them were armed with a
weapon of one type or snother and put up a fight. They
were then ponsiderad targets of opportunlity by PT boats and
fighter aircraft., ’(54) N
(53) A; B, p. 16; Statement Lt Col J N Davls, GO, lst Bn,
5034 Preht Inf; (54) A, '
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The battalions had succeeded in taking and establish-
ing a perimeter around Monkey Hill just before dark so the
attack was halted for the night. ‘

26 February 45

It ﬁas on 26 February that the enemy effected his last
desperate act on the lsland. The lst Battalion had moved
one company up on top of the hill and was getting ready to
Jump off on an attack which would take it to the tip of
the island. The attack was to follow a short artillery
barrage, It was while the battalion was waiting for the
barrage to 1ift that the Jepenese blew up the explosives
which were also stored under this hill, The battalion
suffered épproximately 195 casualties and a ravine was
created where a hill hed stcod, The blast was so terrific,
that a tank, acéompanying the troops, was tumbled over like
a matchbox and thrown forty yards away. (55)

The battalion commander realized that no offensive
action could take place untll casualtles were evacuated
and reorganization effected. A hasty defense was organized
to meet the expected counterattack which d4id not meterial-
7129, and'fo cover évaéﬁation'of casualtiés. In spproxi-
maetely half an hour he maede the followlng report to the
Rock ﬁorce Commender, "The battalion is reorganized, 3d Bata
talion is assisting us to evacuate our casualties and we

are veady to go."'" (56) The Rock Force Commender, however,

AN

(55) B, pe. 73 A; Statement Lt Col J N Davis, €O, lst Bn,
5034 Prcht Inf; (58) Statement Lt Col J N Davis, CO, lst
Bn, 503d Preht Inf.
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ordered the 3d Battallon to pass through the 1lst Battalion

and teke up the attack., This was done and by 1600 hours

reached the tip of the island. Corregldor was in our hands,

From this days fighting alone, 500 Jéps were killed and 2

POWs captured, Thls brought the total to 4,214 counted dead
Isince 16 February 45. (57)

27 February - 2 March 45

During the perilod 27 February to 2 March mopping up
operations were carried out and the campaign was officially
closed, On the morning of 2 March 45, the Rock Force Com-
mander met General Douglas MacArthur end party at South
Dock and escorted him to-the parade ground, Those troops
left in the Combat Team were called to "attention". General
MacArthur ordered the flag to be ralsed with these words,
"Have your troops hoist the colors to its peak asnd let no
enemy ever haul them down." Upon conclusion of this state;
ment, the Rock Force Commander officially presented the is-
land to the Commander-in-Chief Souﬁhwest Pgcific Area and the
campalgn was over, (58) |

It i1s belleved the nature of the executlon of the

| 6perétibﬁ'dén be sutmed up in the foiiowiﬁg quotation.from
the citation of the Regimental Combat Team .by XI Corps see.
"Both officers and enlisted men were thoroughly competent,
"~ knew what there was to do and did not hesitate in 'any in-

!

‘stance to close with the enemy and do 1it.," (59)

N

(57) B, p. 17; (58) I; personal knowledge; (59) I.
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ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

One point, which is clearly evident bthroughout the
planning and execublon of this operation is the thorough
and willing cooperation and coordination of all the ser=
vices involved. Except for this cooperation, the operation
could have very easlly lasted much longer. The chaﬁge in
plans which cancelled the drop of the third 1ift caused no
confuslon whatsoever, The facilitlies were put into operation
immediately to land them amphiblously instead of by para-
chute, |

It is believed that insufficlent armor was employed.
Of course this island was not good tank country and 1t
would have been necessary for the tanks to confine them-
selves malnly to the road, They could,'however, have reached
and been used very effectively in eliminating many of the
Japanese positions, In Instances where the infantry was
used to cover demolltlon and flamethrower teams, the btanks
could have performed thls mission without loss of 1life to
the crews since most of'the enemy fire was confined to small
arms, ,
o .The-JASGO énd SAfruhits wéfé commendéblé in tﬁé;r“
actionse All requests for alr and naval support were\im-
mediately processed and supporting fires placed when and
where they were needed.

The declision to take Mglinta Hilllamphibiously was &
wise one, By contalning the large number of Japanese on

the eastern end and cutting the island at Middleslde, the
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airborne forces could clear Topside wlthout fear of attack
from the lower paert of the island,

I believe 1t 1s evident that the principle of mass was
violated and the principle of surprise was the major prin-
clple indicated by the alrborne landing. The Japanese had
underestimated the enemy, therefore the surprise was meg-
nifled when you consider 1t Lfrom his viewpoint,

The support by fire of the landing of 3d Battallon,
34th Infantry by alrborne troops sided greatly the success-
ful amphibious assault, The Japanese had prepared for an
smphibious asssult and without the supporting fires from
above tbeir positions, they could have made 1t doubly dif-
flecult, it has been polnted out that due to the nature of
the fortifications it was next to impossible to bomb them
out, After the bombing they would Simply pop out and take
up the fight; It was necessary to 1ift naval fire éupport
during the landing but the parachutists on Topside could
continue to fire.

It 1s clearly indicated that the plan of operations
after landing was very simple, Aggressive patrolling to
cloar the enemy ffom the island was the order of the day.

" The plans were not complicated by a mass of detalls and
descriptions of poslitions, strengths and etc that 1s
usually found in an order,

Fire suppoft was simple and plentiful, The patrolling
units fequested 1t and were ilmmediately furnished what‘they
wented., There was nothing complicated about 1t,

The declsion to use a command ship was an excellent
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ldea. The Regimental Combat Team had no pathfinder personnel
which is presently organic to the Airporne Division. The
command ship carrying personnel to céntrol the drop did
Serve as a pathfinder unit in principle and was directly
responsible for the successful landing of the troops and
undoubtedly saved meny lives which would have been lost had
the men continued to drop over the cliff;

This operation was an unususl opération and departed
from all principles heretofore considered necessary for a
successful alrborne operation., There were no desirable drop
zones to be selected nor was thelr a superior force, in
numbers, dropped, .

The Japanese commander cen be criticized for leaving his
CP to make a reconnsgissance in the midst of an airborne drop.
This mistake was magnified when he was lmmediately kllled,

He can also be criticized for his gpparent failure to have
an organization such that someone would succeed hlm as com=-
mander 1n event of his death. Thls was evident since there
was no organization of forces apparent on the island.

It is evident that the plans were flexible. At slmost
the last minute, plans to land a battelion amphibiously in-
stead of by parachute were céﬁried out.without any confusion
ar prior plaming.

LES30NS

ol - L. Close coordination end cooperation between the

~

services 1is necessary “for ‘the successful completion of an

airborné aséault.
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2. Plans for an airborne operatlion must be flexible,

There must be no inflexlbility of minds of the planning

staff,
iy 3. Armor can play a useful role in the reduction of
WY fortified positions. o
o . Readyroomnunicationsﬂis necessary to insure support
. of air ano naval forces in operations,
6”& _ Se ;fnfsmneasible for parachutists, ln some lnstances,

to cover and support amphibious landings on small ‘scale.

9””& _5"6;' It is possible to successfully complete an operation
by violating some prinoiples of war if other principles are
mnphasized. B

Cunk“ “Hﬁ; Never underestimate your enemy.

k 8. Keep your plans simple and flexible,

f%”Q — g, The use of a commsnd ship to control parachute drops
is feasible and will minimize casualties when using hazard-
ous ’h&-’@p zones,

10, A commeander should never leave his CP during an
assault on his position unless necessary to control his
oommand._ ‘

FER

EP - 1ll. A commander should always have others trained to
b _assume his‘fob in case he becomes a casualty. |
‘mulB. It is often times deasirable to depart from the
conventional weapons and utilize field- expedients in the
reduotion of certain positions. |
/ 15, Paracnnsfsss”oen e edventegeously. utllized in
J@geemingly i;éossible areas 1f the drop 1s small In slze

and controlledf
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l4, G=-2 estimates should not be taken for granted
w1th regards to enemy strength on an objective,

iSQ It is entirely feasible for the enemy to fortify

i LA AT

positiona without any outward change in appearanceo
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